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Opening Plenary, § '74
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If T speak with the tongues of men and even of angels
1

but have no love
I am no better than blaring brass or a clanging cymbal.
I may be dinspired to prophesy and to know every hidden t
I may have faith strong e gh to move mountainsg.
But 1f I have no love I othing.
If I give away everything I own piece by piece

and martyr myself but not in love 1t does me no good.

Love 1s patient
Love is no bra
ins

"
fi

28
Love never dinsgsist s
Love finds no pleasure in evil but delights in truth.
Love will bear anything: its belief, its hope, ts
endurance will never end.
Love never fails.
Prophets? theilr work will be over.
Tongues? they will fall silent.
Knowledge? it will all pass awav.
It 18 only part of the truth that we know now and
only part of the truth we can fortell to others.
When wholeness comes the partial will vanish.
When I was a child I talked, thought and reasoned like a
How I am a man and have put my childish wavs aside.
Now we see only puzzling reflections in a mirror.
When wholeness comes we shall see face to face.
How my knowledge is partial. Then ir will be whole
like God's knowledge of me
In a word, there a iast forever:
Faith, hope and lov of them all is 1lo
I Corinthians: 13
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I have a strange compulsion, these days, to climb the highest
mountain, and from the top witness there before God and all man-
kind that I, as the Church, am falling profoundly in love with

this world.

tive human being
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A11 of us within the Church, and anv sens
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not self-consciounsly a part of the Church on the
horizon is a faceless form, slowly comin history,
which will shape that moment of history irectly
z@iat@é to it has been able to do. All that
which is. coming (though 1in any detail 1t 1is face 34 ‘ iclogical
form of the People of God: the nevw sociol Oiagé form of the Church.

I find it exciting in a very guieit way; 1t seems to breathe
silence, I suppose, because of the profundity of its effectivity.
Most of all, it is painful, for the only form of the Church we love,
even though it is outside of us,. is crumbling away. The only form
vou and I have ever kanown is, before this coming-ness, crumbling
away. Revolutiocnaries in the Chuvch {(God forgive us 1if we have ever
done it unseriously) have had to carigcature the form of the Church
that begat us. I used to gar box with a steeple on it."
But ewea the very thought ing of that institution
which, however inadequately orvr edly, brought to me through
the eons of history the good new he Christ happening, 1s
terribly painful.

I called my brother, a bishop of The United Methodist Church, on
the phone just before I went on my last trip, and "spun' these kinds
of things to him in a little movre detail. I suddenly noticed a great
silence on the other end of the line. {It's the same kind of silence
that is in my heart these davs.} Then he broke forth in a passionate,
but guiet, voice sayving, "Joe, Joe, don't say these things. A lot
of people who hear them will be hurt.” Then, for the first in
my life, he actually hung up on me: he said, "I've got to go now,
goodbye.”" I did not have a chance then, obviously, to tell him that
the same kind of pain was in my heart. I remember two or three years
ago while in Bavaria, I went to see Hans Xung, the Roman Catholic
renewal theologian who helped to create Vatican ITI. I was shocked
then to hear him say that at any moment the whole Roman Catholic
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Church could absolutely crumble, not from yything without, but from
within.

Now of course the revolutionaries in the Church have a
it is the secret of the metabolic happening. It is the sec
metamorphosis. The way I like to talk about that is with t
worm and the butterfly. How to those of who are overly
I am well aware it is the caterpillar, 1 like the term !
I remember reading a story about a butt meeting a grub
The butterfly was a bit oclder cbviously the grub worm
butterfly said, "Hello, Henry." And Henry said, "How'd you
name was Henry?" "I'm your sister, Mary." "Get off {it!" Can you
imagine? You look at a grub worm, and then you look at a butterfly,

rfly is a grub
1is (this is the
the butterfly

and some character comes along and says, "That butte
worm!" Well, when the grub worm gets in that chrysa
most shocking thing), it literally dissppears. Then
crawls out, {(or however they get outib).
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Now, when vou apply pain experienced by
me and my brother, and ant e Church, reverses
that process. 1t is E%%@ into that ¢
coming out a grub worm. it is. it
a grub worm going into the clutely out of
existence, and coming out a .

When vou éﬁal with ¢ me however, in the
midst of the pain is exci st g, wonder=fillied
expectation. 1 have alwavs 1 {I am sure with
his tongue in his cheek) that he would r o go to heaven
and be with Jesus:; on the other hand, he needed in this
world and so he could not make up : omi was really going
to do.

I think it mav be a fair stat £, with some qualifications
perhaps, that for some time I have : ed too much whether 1
1ived or whether I died. That is not entirely true, of course.
for I discovered, somewhat recently, that [ was filled with fear at
the presence of death. But a funny thing ened to me: [ becane
aware I was not afraid of extinction. You 14 rhink a man as oid
as I am would not have had to learn this a ver again. I discovered
that what I was frightened of was the unknownedness of death. Then
I vemembered that a long time ago I took a course called R8-1, and
in that course somebody got it through my skull that that Final
Unknownedness was my Father. fsn't that funny? And before the one
who is your Father, you always experience fear and fascination -
overwhelming dread.

It 48 like that with : , when the present form
0f the Church dies, I know 1 1 be the again, Yet,
there is a strange wonder about it, as there 1 e leath itself.

I am trying to get said that I do not want thi cigar box with the
steeple" to pass away after I have spent most t life storming
that windmill. WNow that it is at hand, I do no to go away.
And vet, on the other hand, 1 know that are the times

when the most crucial dynamic of his the God ~ is

going to be something; concretely, s elv other,
exciting. Tt 48 strill faceless. HNo an the
form - and vet that is not enti g de:

humility 1if someone asked ab e h h co to

I would veryv, very gquietly whisper, . We're it.”

T have been thinking of four things point the direction.
First, the Church is in the mi £t of a p { journey into the
world. Secondly, it is in the midst of a radical experience of
tzaQSQa?enzizazisng Third, the Church is in the midst of an over-
whelming preparation to love this world. The Church is falling in
jove with this world. 1Lastly, on the other side of love of the world,
the Church is in a state of incubation which is going to hatch a

.
i
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capacity to dirvectly in this world, I
that this trek is go nal than any
the children of Isr was born in

The early i%gfrﬁg m enic world, got ditself
in a2 position of beconin s world. Now GOD'S
WORLD is the only worlid g about. Tt is the
world we get born dinto an ed out of. It i8 the
world of our sufferings, 1T and our glories. It
is the everyvday world of work, decis and longings and heart-
aches It is the world of the countrysi d the cities, it is
the world vou and I have 4 11 of our lives, It is the only
world there is. That is .

The Church found its ion with the world God create
and forged a world of its i - its own poetry over against
the poetry of the world of 54 It ed its own rational dinter-
pretations, its own philosophy over a st the philosophy of the
worid. It created its ity over against the movality of
God's world. It creat institution over against the insti-
tutions of the world. upon men to join her world over
against joining God's . finally, the climax of all of this
oh, so subtle, was tha ble to gitrike a knife into the
center of man, forcing cide ther he was going to be a
part of God's world or that Historical Church created.
I am clear that in the usand 8 in which that hasg happene
it had to happen. For when you lived in a two-story woridview, this
was very likely what you were out to do sociologically, though I
would prefer to avoid the fa hat it was necessary and essential.
In the 19th Century, that an-God's world the Church created
as God's was challenged. vou build a world that is other
than this-~only world, then net avoid challenging the center
of mankind to decide your er against the world in ch
they live. As long as suc titution was able to grasp that it
was the Truth without having to demonstrate it, it was a fact of
exigtence. When man stumbled across the fact of relativity and
invented the concept of ideclogy, th the chure as in the "market
place” with all other ideoclogies. What T have ribed here is what
has brought shout the wonder iracle o Church making
z journey to where she has als - right in the midst of God's
world,

Now, in ocur life~-time, in the dynamics of defining the Church
in its local manifestations the congregational dynamic, the cadre
dynamic, and the guild or parish dynamic - the congregational dynamic
has been overextended, crushing out the dimensions of primal
spirituality and love of this world. That is what happens when any
historical dinstitution attempts to build a world which competes with
the world God created. The church's journey into the world where she
already exists will be manifest in the rebalancing of these dynamics.
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n the azﬁs cf the secul
will ever know anything

Perhaps 1 ought to sayv a word about LOVE.
morphosis is that the Church is literally, pass
iove with this world dinto which she is moving.
whole lives dealing with the g Faitl
where vou alwavs begin. HNomn u - to
cared and participated in the rene the 14
any other vubric than Faith. RS-1 Faith. Tha
have all bszen concerned with t F h. I
to myself in those early the very
perversion of the Histori v was the
word "LOVEY. I was going t on the ¢
drv while emphasizing the . I rememn
I made about a vear ago, t the cate
had been redeemed for me and I was
it in once again. Between ems that ¢t
universe has moved.

Do you remember that un of the 1
of I Corinthians, where § | g like th
folks are alwavs worried about vou're wo
vour marriage; vou're worrie se: you're
vour work; vou're worried ab on in the
listen to me. In 1dife there hix of s
Did vou hear? Only three. ai one
hope: and one of these is ed, "But t
of these only three-thing ig icant
love.”

A1l my 1ife I had been taught to read this
exactly what Paul was saying "No' to Tt is no
vour children and loving 1
The thing that really botl e
ig why he did not say tha es

that he was speaking ontol Ply
Paul went up, for I think saw what he

A vear ago, when I had with the
Teheran, Ifran, 1 had toc go a for myself
the Achilles heel in pure mye in writing
that I began to see what Pau ut. This
Hope 1s nonsense. In one sense theology of
iz only theology of Faith (i me to be a

Mosglems
what
about that

By LT

»f the meta~
falling in
spent our
wal that is
e that we have
ag de
£ is
got
h Tt
migus
loth
ber
gory
read
he wt
3th Chapter
is: "You
rried about
worried about
world. Now
ignificance.
of these is
he greatest
—~in-1life is

in
I ¢called
theology of
Hope, there

bit
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For ten vears the citizens of 5% I
Eéveg to create methodologies 7y

primal vnmmun%itega How many ©i b
how 5th City must be around the 3 ¢
meeting, 1 saw a series of grids h
have been begun throughout Novrth Amevica,

How is it wou build a new soci:

You may have to say it was in the
love. But in this post-modern wor
primal commun

vehicle
Testament
vou love tac

oo

o
prbo
-

Ty .
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The second way in

Christianiy, ontological s

The People of God do not ild >

Wherever a man of faith is, his 1ife 1 n oa conere
oractical social demonstration of the [ Sarte

1t me that a man of faith lives ing a great
ing a the worlda

into the future and then turni
where he is. That i

The thing on the jou
Marshall Islands. Some o© G ,
absolutely transformed a whole peop

-

moving in on the very sign of thei that
were bankrupt. In one yvear they made
productive, releasing a sense of ho: Now

they are inviting some twenty 1LOTS
financiers, businessmen,
s of this emerging

eby they can build t
is what 1 mean by a soci

ber with the
cthodologies

future.

i
yric act of love
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in the post-modern wovrld. ident Pa % wants to have a
New Village Program din whi formulation would go on in
every village in Kovea. t this Fall, and the work
vou are going to do this to prepare the manuals

and the documents we neecd Park to lay before his
government. This is what Lod stration.

In Hong Kong the poli

by dividing them intoc thivte CR g fers were
taken out, and young leaders was told he was have a
community reformulation pr We have seen five
of them. When several of see one of these
thirteen men, he opened his E sulied ocut a model, and
asked, "Is this the sort of hing vou . talking about?” It was a
model of 5th City. This 1 at 1 meas v social demonstration.

Marcos wants to create one hundred
i t
.
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that has happened g&ére for ages, but he has Lo pgot

greatest thing
to grassroots man or he is not golng to last. This is wi Vet 4T

going to be working on this summer.

I went to Oocombulgurri, which
Aboriginal people in the North and
vears ago 1 went to a little city
called Wyndham to see the Aborigin
come into the city They ldved in
sitting in dust ?hr&e inches thi
ground in abject humiliation: ézuﬁk
Australiaz gives to them, because there
up and be men. I talked to them about
is 3-1/2 million acres of fine, fine ls
some hope and showed them some plans. They g
three yvears for vour Augtréizag collezgues to get the government Lo

t e f

]

?»“‘T‘
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permit them to return. They had been there three or four months when
I was there a month or two ago. You would not believe what [ saw. H
Previous

rushed to the preschool first, then

1
¢ the elementary school. I
te their return, the children had no o

been in sche

-
[

Then I went to theivr gardens. Before, the men had not
worked for three vears doing anvthing. They now had a crop of peanuts
which théy could market. They had vegetables growing that were pi > ¢
on their tables. They were in better housing that they had fixed
themselves. Most of all, the men stood up stra
the eye. Three years ago they would not have had the guts to call me
anything. This time, they looked me i e ' h
That is what I mean by social demons
governments of Australia sgsent inspectd
so excited that one team staved over

to talk with me for fifteen minutes before their bo ,

The Australian government has invited us to prepare a manual on how
vou do such a thing, and have asked us to teach their sple who
work with other Aborigines. This summer vyou are going pre-
paring such a manual. This 1g what T mean by social demonstration.

The day after tomorrow this world which we have
and which has been over against us, is now, without knowing it
ocpening the gates of the fortreszs and beckoning us to come in and
serve on their terms. This is what I mean by 1 i
strategy which is going to enable those people
of universal concern and sacrificial sevvice.
world on our terms, vou love it on theilr tervms.

The last form of this love 1 wish to call THE ORDER. I
known for some years that history h

8
as alwavs been carried on
of religious orders. I mean by a religious order any people of faith,
hope, and love in any form who bind themselves together with colleagues

who live out of faith, hope and love din any form whatsocever. That is

(8)
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what I mean by an Order,. Tt is on the back of such people that h
is catalyzed. So it was in the beginning, so it is now, and so i
ever be. Therefore, I would not be caught dead outside of the b
If it had been pink, then I would not be caught outside of the "

The power of a body of disciplined people who operate together in
concern for mankind is bevond description. it is the power of the
Dresgence. There is no one in this room who does not know, whether you
misuse it or use it well, that you are a presence. And that presence
is LOVE. No wonder the church of tomorrow is going to be able to
directly address more than the few little souls that come together in
the cigar boxes with the steeple on the top. Once again they are golng
to speak to the masses of humanity about the deeps of what 1t means
to be human.

"

This summer assembly, I believe, has tremendous significance
us,for the church, and for the entire world. If T have been able
get that across to you, then it is with a great deal of pleasure that 1
take my seat.

or b
(I

"3

~-Joseph W. Mathews
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