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Then with so little warning, the events of 1968 
forced Americans to look again at their 
commitment to the inner city. This was 
particularly true for 5th City-the community 
that had made the Iron Man Covenant, that 
had organized a network to care for every 
citizen, and that had given its children 
responsible self-images. For this community, 
1968 meant that six years of labor had ended 
in stillbirth. 

"It was like seeing your hope for a new city 
go up in smoke." 
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